ZAHA HADID’S LEGACY
Her latest opens in Italy P. 37

FOCUS ON: KITCHENS
Smart, simple and stylish

P. 49

BEST OF MILAN DESIGN WEEK
Furniture, lights + more P. 108

THE 2016
AZ AWARDS
ANNUAL

THE WINNERS IN
ARCHITECTURE / INTERIORS /
FURNITURE / LIGHTING /
LANDSCAPES / CONCEPTS /
STUDENT A+ AWARD

+

THE ART OF STORAGE
15 SHELVING AND SIDEBOARD OPTIONS
TO SHOW (OR HIDE) YOUR STUFF
GAETANO PESCE’S GOOD ADVICE
WHAT DESIGNERS NEED TO KNOW,
ACCORDING TO THE ITALIAN LEGEND

VEGAS ALTAS CONGRESS CENTRE
AND AUDITORIUM IN VILLANUEVA
DE LA SERENA, SPAIN

CAN ⁄ US $8.95
JULY ⁄ AUGUST 2016
PM40048073 R09064
PRINTED IN CANADA

FOSBURY
DESIGNER: DAVIDE GROPPI
MANUFACTURER: DAVIDE GROPPI,
PIACENZA, ITALY
DAVIDE GROPPI has always taken a poetic
approach with his creations. Often, the name
or a feeling comes ﬁrst, or the Italian designer
builds around one or more of his four pillars
of creativity: simplicity, lightness, emotion
and invention. The Fosbury lamp was realized
in 2014, after he saw an exhibit of kinetic
sculptures by Alexander Calder, the father of
the modernist mobile. On paper, the ﬁxture is
a matte-lacquered metal light that plugs in, but
in reality it’s so much more. The 25-watt LED,
encased within a horizontal metal bar at one
end, is held in suspension by two cords: one
secures it to the ceiling, while the other is tied
to a metal cylinder that anchors it on the ﬂoor.
The sparseness of such delicate materials
results in an elegant piece that reads as artwork.
If you move the weight to another spot, the
pendant’s arm swings to a new position, along
with the focused light, which casts a circle.
In photographs, Groppi has shown the lamp
illuminating an open book, and you can begin
to see how a direct source shining from above
could be applied in other settings to dramatic
efect: within a darkened restaurant, perhaps,
or to showcase a sculpture. As juror Thomas
Woltz observed, “The idea of throwing a bit of
light deep into the middle of the room without a
ﬁxture is very desirable. It’s an elegant solution
to a common problem.”
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Davide Groppi founded his own
lighting company in the 1980s, and he now
operates showrooms in Milan, Barcelona and
Copenhagen. From his studio in Piacenza, Italy,
he works with a dedicated staff of collaborators,
producing products for his own brand as well
as lighting for De Padova, Boffi, Paola Lenti and
Christofle. davidegroppi.com
THE DESIGNER

WHAT THE JURY SAID:

“There is something mysterious
about this light. It takes a moment
to figure out. As the jury, we
are all designers, and still we were
there trying to figure out from
where cometh the electricity?
How mobile is it? It intrigued
all of us.” – THOMAS WOLTZ
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